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But let us consider for a moment inanimate objects.
He will surely break his head who strikes it against a stone.
But supposing a stone comes against us through space, we
can escape it by stepping aside, or if there is nowhere to
step aside, we can bravely stay where we are and receive
the stone. That will mean minimum injury and, in case
it proves fatal, the death will not be as painful as it would
be if we made an effort to ward it off.
Extend the thought a little further, and it is easy to
see that, if a senseless man is left alone and no one tries
to resist him, he is sure to exhaust himself. Indeed, it is
not quite inconceivable that the loving sacrifice of many
may bring an insane man to his senses. Instances are not
wanting of absolutely insane people having come back to
their senses.
Sevagram, *22~7-'40
Hmjan, 28-7-1940
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NOT QUITE SO BAD
A friend quotes from a letter received from an English
friend:
"Do you think tliat Mahatma*s appeal to every Briton is
going to produce right reactions in the mind or heart of a single
Briton? That appeal has probably created more iH-will than any-
thing else recently. We live in astonishing and critical times, and
it is Frightfully difficult to decide what should be done. At any
rate we should try to avoid obvious dangers. So far as I can see,
Mahatma's unadulterated policy must inevitably lead to disaster
for India, How far he himself intends following it I do not know,
for he has a wonderful way of adapting himself to Ms material/*
Well, I happen to know that many more than one single
heart have been touched by my "Appeal to Every Briton",
I know that many English Mends were anxious for me
to take some such step. But I do not want to take comfort
from the approbation, however pleasing in itself, of English
friends. "What is of value for me is to know that at  least

